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I love a good movie.  The other day, I went to see the Golden Globe winner Slumdog Millionaire.  Based on 
the novel Q & A by Vikas Swarup, it is a story about a young boy growing up in India.  It has been described 
as an Indian Cinderella story.  In the movie, Jamal and his brother find themselves orphaned when their 
mother is killed in Hindu/Muslim violence.  They make their way as best they can, scrounging the dumps for 
scraps and things they can sell, learning to steal and con people, picking up odd jobs, and getting involved 
with shady characters.  Through a series of wonderful accidents and unexpected opportunities, Jamal eventu-
ally gets a chance to play the Indian version of Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?  As it turns out, his “street 
smarts” serve him well.   

 

The movie has a distasteful side as it openly portrays some of the worst aspects of India:  the practice of 
openly denigrating and physically brutalizing those of a lower caste, the vast numbers of orphans fending for 
themselves, the filthy living conditions of the poor, the gangster underground, the crushing over-population, 
the exploitation of women and children, the polyglot of languages, and the extreme gaps between the “haves” 
and the “have nots”.  Afterwards, I kept wondering how I could go to a movie that depicted such terrible 
things so explicitly throughout, and still come out feeling so uplifted.  Of course, the reason is because there’s 
an old fashioned happy ending.  In the end, evil is overcome and good triumphs.  Jamal succeeds ultimately 
without cheating, and he reconnects with his soul mate, Latika, from whom he was cruelly separated as a 
child.  Even though they don’t actually put the words up on the screen, you just know that they will live 
“happily ever after”.  It’s Oliver Twist; it’s Little Orphan Annie; it’s Cinderella.   

 

I think we’re all feeling the need for a little “happy ending” hope right now.  Movies and novels and fairy tales 
are a wonderful escape from our problems for awhile.  But as Christians, we do not need to escape from reality 
in order to feel uplifted.  Jesus, in many of his teachings, promised that the tables would be turned on evil and 
suffering.  The rich will have more difficulty entering the Kingdom of Heaven than the poor and “. . . many 
who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first.” (Mt. 19:30)  The poor widow’s two small cop-
per coins are respected more than the rich man’s fortune.  (Luke 21:1-4).  The prodigal younger son gets the 
welcome home party.  (Luke 15) The hated Samaritan turns out to be the good guy.  (Luke 10)  Jesus was al-
ways teaching in one way or another, that the downtrodden and disrespected would be lifted up.  And, of 
course, through his very life, death and resurrection, we are shown that in the end, the good guy wins, evil is 
overcome and good triumphs.   

 

Don’t escape reality.  Run to it!  For those who love the Lord and follow him daily will live happily ever after! 
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It bothers me, occasionally, the  
lack of focus on the Holy Spirit.  
We talk about the Spirit some-
times, there is some acknowledge-
ment of His presence, but it seems 
that we are much more comfort-
able talking about the other two 
persona of the Trinity;. Don’t get 
me wrong; we should not ignore 
God the Father, nor Jesus the 
Son, but we must recognize the 
importance of the Holy Spirit in our 
lives and in the life of the church. 
And so, for the month of February, 
here is a week by week set of 
readings, exercises, and a prayer 
focus.  This is not to offer, as if  it 
could, a complete understanding, 
but rather to help us develop our 
relationship with God’s Holy Spirit. 

WEEK 1:   

WHEN DID THE SPIRIT COME? 

 

It is an oft-taught, often misunder-
stood notion that the Holy Spirit 
did not arrive on Earth  until the 
Day of Pentecost chronicled in the 
second  chapter of Acts.   This is 
simply not the case.  The Spirit 
was there at creation; “Now the 
earth was formless and empty, 
darkness was over the surface of 
the deep, and the Spirit of God 
was hovering over the wa-
ters.”(Gen. 1:2)  God sent the 
Spirit into many  situations ac-
counted in the Old Testament.   

"See, I have chosen Bezalel son 
of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe 
of Judah, 3 and I have filled him 
with the Spirit of God, with skill,  

ability and knowledge in all kinds 
of crafts." (Ex. 31:2-3)  “Two men, 
whose names were Eldad and 
Medad...among the elders, but 
did not go out to the Tent. Yet the 
Spirit also rested on them, and 
they prophesied in the 
camp.”(Nu. 11:25)  Then the 
Spirit of the LORD came upon 
Gideon, and he blew a trum-
pet.(Jud.6:34)  In addition, the 
Gospels tell us that Mary con-
ceived  by the Holy Spirit, that 
John the Baptist’s mother, Eliza-
beth and Simeon were filled with 
the Holy Spirit, and that the Holy 
Spirit descended upon Jesus at 
His baptism. 

Week 1 Exercise & prayer focus: 

Each day this week, look up and 
read one of the following pas-
sages, concerning the Holy Spirit, 
prior to Acts 2.   

DAY 1:  Genesis 1: 1-5 

DAY 2:  Genesis 6: 1 -  3 

DAY 3:  Joel 2 

DAY 4:  Luke 1: 39 - 45 

DAY 5:  Matthew 1: 18 - 21 

DAY 6:  Matthew 3: 1 -  12 

DAY 7:  Matthew 28: 18 - 20 

PRAYER FOCUS:  Before each 
reading, ask God to reveal some-
thing to you about His Holy Spirit.  
After each reading, take a mo-
ment to thank God for sending 
His Holy Spirit to you. 

"There is no better evangelist in 
the world than the Holy Spirit."  
D.L. Moody 

WEEK 2:   

JESUS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT  

To further explore the pre-
Pentecost Holy Spirit, let us con-
sider His relationship with the Son.  
Isaiah prophesied their relation-
ship,    Jesus was conceived from 
the Holy Spirit, who was also pre-
sent at His baptism.  The Spirit 
also came upon people and en-
abled them to recognize Jesus.  
The Spirit and the Son existed 
eternally.  We already read that 
the Spirit was present at creation, 
and John 1 tells us the Son was 
there as well.  After having been 
eternally together, spiritually, the 
existence of the Son in the flesh 
was brought about, a New Crea-
tion, by an act of the Spirit.  Then 
it was as if the Spirit went about 
encouraging people...Elizabeth, 
Simeon, John the Baptist...to rec-
ognize the Christ.  Could it be, that 
at least one purpose of the Spirit is 
to help us recognize Jesus? 

Week 2 Exercise & prayer focus: 

Each day this week, look up and read 
one of the following passages. 

DAY 1:  Luke 1: 26 - 38 

DAY 2:  Matthew 1: 18 - 21 

DAY 3:  Luke 1: 39 - 45 

DAY 4:  Luke 2: 25 - 38 

DAY 5:  Luke 3: 21 - 22 

DAY 6:  John 1: 29 - 34 

DAY 7:  Acts 7: 54 - 56 

PRAYER FOCUS:  Before each read-
ing, ask God to reveal His Holy Spirit 
to you.  After, ask the Spirit to help 
you see Jesus that day. 

28 Days with the Spirit  by Pastor Jim�

"A church in the land without the Spirit is rather a curse than a blessing.  

If you have not the Spirit of God, Christian worker, remember that you 
stand in somebody else's way; you are a fruitless tree standing where a 
fruitful tree might grow."  Charles Spurgeon 
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WEEK 3:   

US AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT  

There is little, if any doubt that the 
Holy Spirit works on our behalf.  
And yet,  it seems we  often ig-
nore Him and, at times, work 
against Him.  Jesus offered, no, 
promised, the Holy Spirit to  His 
followers...to us!  What is it that 
makes us resist the power of 
God, present and offered to us in 
His Holy Spirit?  I believe that Sa-
tan works at keeping non-
believers from coming to know 
Christ, and works just as hard to 
prevent believers from coming to 
know the Holy Spirit.  The former 
keeps people out of the Kingdom. 
The latter keeps growth, maturity, 
and power out of the hands of 
Christ ‘s followers...and disables 
us from bringing others to the 
Kingdom. 

Week 3 Exercise & prayer focus: 

Each day this week, look up and 
read one of the following pas-
sages.  

DAY 1:  Luke 12: 8-10 

DAY 2:  Acts 7:51 

DAY 3:  Acts 28: 23-28 

DAY 4:  Ephesians 4:17-32 

DAY 5:  1 Thessalonians 4: 1-8 

DAY 6:  Hebrews 3  

DAY 7:  Jude 1 

PRAYER FOCUS:  Before each 
reading, ask God to reveal some-
thing to you about His Holy Spirit.  
After each reading, ask the Spirit 
to help you not resist Him..  

"Spirit filled souls are ablaze for 
God. They love with a love that 
glows. They serve with a faith 
that kindles. They serve with a 
devotion that consumes. They 
hate sin with fierceness that 
burns. They rejoice with a joy that 
radiates. Love is perfected in the 
fire of God."   Samuel Chadwick 

WEEK 4:   

THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR US 

Much of the New Testament exists 
to inform and encourage us about 
the work of the Holy Spirit on our 
behalf.  I would like to  focus on just 
a few of those this week.  One 
thing the Spirit does is to help us 
discern right from wrong.  Another 
is to help us discern God’s will for 
us.  bring the Word of God and the 
Words of God into your heart and, 
if you will let Him, into your mouth 
as well.  God said “open your 
mouth and I will fill it.” (ps. 81:10) 
Jesus said, “do not worry about 
what to say, or how to say it.  When 
the time comes, it will not be you 
speaking, but the Holy Spirit speak-
ing through you. (Mt. 10:20)  This 
has always been my approach to 
preaching, to step aside and allow 
the Spirit to speak.  But it is not just 
preaching; do we fear  witnessing 
about Christ to others?  Then we 
are denying the power of God’s 
Spirit.  Do we fail to exhibit  spiritual 
gifts?  Then we are denying the 
power of God’s Spirit.  Do we fail to 
bear spiritual fruit?  Then we are 
denying the power of God’s Spirit.  
The Spirit of God contains amazing 
power, promised...promised  by the 
Word of God...for all believers.  All! 

Week 4 Exercise & prayer focus: 

Each day this week, look up and 
read one of the following passages.  

DAY 1:  Luke 12: 11-12 

DAY 2:  John 14:26 

DAY 3:  Acts 1:8 

DAY 4:  Romans 9:1 

DAY 5:  1 Corinthians 12:1-7 

DAY 6:  Galatians 5: 22-25 

DAY 7:  2 Timothy 1:14 

PRAYER FOCUS:  Before each 
reading, ask God to reveal His Holy 
Spirit.  After each reading, ask the 
Spirit to change how you live.  

THE HOLY SPIRIT:  

AN EPILOGUE 

I am sure that it is possible to 
write about the Holy Spirit without 
referring to Romans 8.  However, 
it is not possible for me.  Romans 
8 , for me, is one of the definitive 
passage on living with Holy Spirit 
awareness.  So, you should read 
Romans 8.   

But for now, let us look at verses 
26 and 27.  �“In the same way, 
the Spirit helps us in our weak-
ness. We do not know what we 
ought to pray for, but the Spirit 
himself intercedes for us with 
groans that words cannot ex-
press. And he who searches our 
hearts knows the mind of the 
Spirit, because the Spirit inter-
cedes for the saints in accor-
dance with God's will.” 

Babies cry from discomfort, even 
when they cannot define the 
cause; be it hunger, thirst, or any-
thing else.  Sometimes a child 
just needs  tending to by a loving 
mother, who knows exactly what 
the problem is, and swoops in 
with a bottle, a clean diaper, or 
maybe just holding the child 
softly.  And so it is with us.  We 
sometimes can define our prob-
lems, but sometimes we just 
know something is wrong.  Other 
times we may think we know, but 
are wrong.    

Friends, it 

 does not  

matter if  

we know  

or not, for   

“the Spirit helps us  in our  weak-
ness. We do not know what we 
ought to pray for, but the Spirit him-
self intercedes for us 
with groans that 
words cannot ex-
press.” AMEN. 
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December 2008 Month End Finance Report 
Louise Webb, Finance Team Chair 

 

The following report includes current year to date financials and the 2009 budget approved at the 11/2 5/08 
Charge Conference.  The detailed line by line budge t is on file at the office . 

 

      YTD Inc/Exp     YTD Budget  09 Budget     

      

Weekly Offerings        483,222       484,510  565,830 

Other weekly offerings            7,099           9,500      8,700 

Interest Income             9,505          10,000       9,000 

Total General Fund Revenue       499,826       504,010  583,530 

 

Finance Team           12,520         11,650         13,100 

Office            20,272         17,250    20,625 

Personnel          180,031       127,460   131,595 

Properties and equipt (capital)          50,647         51,220       102,860 

Total administrative Council        263,470       207,580   268,180 

 

Nursery and Supplies               240             670          670  

Benevolences (Conference)         53,243        53,250      55,225 

Education            11,231        11,250              12,750 

Youth Programs            4,268           4,150      11,000 

Annual Conference                 33             300           300 

Evangelism & Missions           22,166        24,300        21,350  

Music              3,626          5,150        5,100 

Worship             1,375          1,500        1,500     

Total Council on Ministries         96,182       100,570     107,895 

 

Pastor Parish Relations          98,966                  183,765     184,285 

 

Contingency for New Building Expenses            23,170 

Total Expense         458,618      491,915       583,530 

 

Net Income            41,208 

 

Expenditures were $41,208 lower than budgeted due to overall lower spending than budget and small increase in 
interest income.   

Offerings YTD are at 99% of pledges for the same period.  This is a confirmation of the dedication to the Lord’s 
work and integrity of our congregation at a time of great economic pressure.   
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CAMP  

PECOMETH  

INFO 

 

Wanted!   
Campers for Camp  

Pecometh!   

Sign up soon!!!!         
Favorite  

programs fill quickly.  

Register at  

pecometh.org �

Send in your down 
payment; financial 
assistance avail-
able from WUMC 
Education team. 

 Call  

Martha Higgins, 
492-3354 for info �

3rd Annual 
Pecometh 

Day 

April 25, 2009 
11am - 3 pm 

 
PECOMETH.ORG 

Quilt Auction,  

Silent Auction,  
food tent,  

music,  

hayrides,  

carnival  

and  

open house  

tours.   

BRING THE 
WHOLE  

FAMILY! 
Quilt and Silent Auc-
tion begin at 11 am 

Quilt Auction  

begins at 2:00pm 
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02-10-09 10:45 am Delaware Hospital for the Chronically Ill, Smyrna, Candy 2 Carol Firetto  
��

02-10-09 1:30 pm Delaware Hospital for the Chronically Ill, Smyrna, Candy 3 Carol Firetto  
��

02-11-09 1:30 pm Delaware Hospital-Chronically Ill, Smyrna, Veterans Mike Connally & Military  
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02-17-09 6:15 pm Assisted Living, Westminster Retirement Village Shirley Graff  
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02-21-09 1:00pm Delaware Veterans Home, Milford Shirley Graff  
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02-23-09 6:30PM Bistro, Heritage at Dover 
  Leilani Wall  
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